
Miss Donnelly's
Daily Apple
INDIVIDUALIZED + PROJECT-BASED
HOMESCHOOL PROGRAM IN
OCEAN BEACH, SAN DIEGO



Donnelly's Daily Apple is a registered homeschool
program offered by Marisa Donnelly, the founder of Be 
A Light Collective and certified 5-12 English/Reading
teacher with over ten years of experience in both
private and public sectors, as well as individualized
tutoring and SPED experience.

We are a small, intentionally-designed homeschool
program providing individualized and project-based
educational opportunities for families looking for
alternatives to public and private schooling.

A little about us:



Encourage
Equip

Empower

OUR GOALS:  



School leadership:

Marisa Donnelly is a certified 5-12 English/Reading teacher with
over ten years of experience. She is the founder and CEO of Be A
Light Collective, a San Diego-based content creation company that
specializes in relationship-focused services. She is also a part-time
teacher and the former Assistant Director at Compass Academy, 
a specialized education school located in Point Loma.

Marisa has educated students ages four to eighty, including those
with ADHD/ADD, autism, auditory process disorders,
dyslexia/dyscalculia, speech apraxia, and more.

Marisa is incredibly passionate about providing an affordable, yet
high-quality educational alternative for students and families.



Our 'why' behind homeschool
Our program was founded in 2020 in the heart of COVID-19 and public school
shutdown orders to provide the necessary accommodations, differentiation, and
face-to-face education that distance learning simply could not provide. In 2021
and beyond, we are committed to providing an individualized and unique
educational program with a small student-teacher ratio.

Our curriculum is based upon ten years of experience, plus years of rigorous
academic study and research of best educational practices. Marisa Donnelly 
is a certified teacher with ELA/English, Reading, and Coaching specifications.
Additionally, she is currently pursuing her Master's in Reading Literacy &
Curriculum Development in order to become a certified Reading Specialist.



Classroom Focus #1:
Differentiated
Learning



An individual focus:
The core of our program is focused on differentiated learning. 

Regardless of whether your child has an IEP or needs enrichment /
accelerated curriculum to help him/her stay engaged, we provide
accommodations, modifications, and differentiated assignments
to engage ALL of our learners at their unique levels.



Classroom Focus #2:
Project-based,
multidisciplinary
curriculum 



The most profound learning happens when students cross
concepts, investigate similarities between disciplines, and are
active participants in their learning.

We follow the Unfoldment Theory of education, where students
are engaged in their own "unfolding" or deconstruction of
concepts in order to create deeper and more meaningful
understanding.

We incorporate project-based, collaborative, and hands-on
learning in order to provide a quality "off-the-screen" educational
experience.

Dynamic experiences: 



Classroom Focus #3:
 Social-emotional
development



We actively incorporate the Social Constructivism Theory in our
curriculum, scaffolding positive social experiences for our students
and using discussions to help facilitate conversations and
development of both social skills and academic rapport.

We also incorporate "social thinking" practices into our curriculum
to guide our students into being more conscious, resilient, aware,
and empathetic individuals.

Social-emotional lens:
In-person learning provides the opportunity for dynamic
discussions, as well as the ability to engage in conversations
with peers—a critical component of child development. 



Our flexible programs *

MONDAY - FRIDAY INDEPENDENT STUDY INTERVENTION

5-day traditional learning
approach with a focus on
social, multidisciplinary,

and collaborative
curriculum.

Schedule based on learner's
needs/availability with a

focus on time management,
enrichment, higher-level
thinking, and academic

responsibility. 

After-school intensive
intervention and small-

group homework support 

*NOTE: Independent Study & Intervention schedule is based upon learner availability
and is subject to change. Inquire for specifics about pricing, time, and schedule.

8:30AM - 1:30 PM Individualized schedule 2-4PM | $100/day



Sample Curriculum + Schedule: 

MON/WED

 

TUE/THURS FRIDAY

8:30-9
9-10:30
10-10:30
10:30-11:30
11:40-12:30
12:30-1:30

Grammar + Conventions
Reading + Literature Circles
Snack/Social
Math Lesson + Partner Activities
Current Events/History 
Science Lesson + Activities 

Grammar + Conventions
Book Study/Discussion
Snack/Social
ELA Intervention + Small Groups
Math Intervention + Small Groups
Independent Work/1:1 Meetings

Speech/Presentations
Collaborative Reading + ELA
Snack/Social
Math Small-Group Projects
History Lesson + Activities
STEM Experiments



Covid-19:
Our commitment, first and foremost, is to our students. 
In order to reduce the spread of the virus and keep our
students safe, we will be implementing COVID-19 Protocol.

This protocol includes drop-off and pick-up practices, out-of-class
safety measures, and signed contracts to ensure all students and
families are working together to keep our school and students healthy.

We are also limiting the number of students on campus at any given
time, as well as the number of students enrolled. Students will be
required to have temperature checks upon arrival. Students will not be
required to wear a mask when on campus. 



Enrollment
Enrollment will be prioritized to families who are
interested in full-time, yearly commitment.  We
follow the San Diego Unified School District
semester schedule: Aug-Dec and Jan-June. 

What is the tuition cost?

Are there additional fees?

Payment specifics:

Yearly Tuition: $6,500
Semester Tuition: $3,275
Monthly Tuition: $725
One-Time Tuition Deposit: $250

Additional 1:1 Intervention: $50/hr
*Contact for independent study pricing 
and other specific inquiries.

Every family will pay a one-time yearly supplies
fee of $100 to cover all materials, including
textbooks, novels, printed materials, and other
school/art items.
After-School Intervention: If you would like small-
group intervention and homework help for your
child, you can enroll for $100/per day (2-4PM).

Monthly tuition and supplies fees (if applicable)
will be paid in full prior to the 1st of the month.
(Ex: For a 9/1 start date, September's tuition will
be paid in full by 8/31 to reserve your spot).
The option to pay for semester in full is available
for a tuition discount. Please contact us for more
information. 
Payments will be made through school website
portal by credit/debit card.



Tuition Comparisons:
We understand that making a financial commitment to your child's education can be challenging. However,
we are committed to providing an affordable, flexible, unique, and high-quality experience for your student. 

Here are some local programs and their costs in order for you to better
understand our pricing guidelines and our commitment to your child(ren).

Rock Academy, Point Loma:
K-6 Yearly: $10,575
7-8 Yearly: $12,575
9-12 Yearly: $12,925
*Prices do not include fees

Saint Vincent Academy, Mission Hills:
Private School Tuition: $7,319/year

Excelsior Academy, Point Loma:
Private School Tuition: $3,500/month



Thank You!

We know this is a lot of information, and we are happy to meet with each prospective
family individually (through Zoom or in person) to answer any questions you may have.

Please note: We offer different options for your children, based on their needs and
learning levels. Options may vary slightly depending upon how many students enroll for
the school year. Your flexibility and understanding is appreciated as we navigate our
new learning environments together. Rest assured, we will communicate with you in
order to provide the best learning opportunity for your child. 

To reach Marisa Donnelly directly: (619) 780-5333 | donnellydailyapple@gmail.com

Connect with us!


